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SHIPTON UNDER WYCHWOOD PARISH COUNCIL  
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held at New Beaconsfield Hall  

 7.30pm on Wednesday 19th October 2016 
 

Present: Cllrs: B. Young (in the chair), B. Rigby, S. Matthews, B. Pitman, J. Mavin, C. Arnold, District 
Cllr T. Simcox, County Cllr R. Rose, Parish Clerk: L. Wilkinson, 1 member of public 
 

1.    Apologies for Absence were received from Cllr N. Jagger.  
There were no Declarations of Interest 
 
2. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 27

th
 September 2016 were approved and 

signed. 

 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
There were no matters arising. 
 
4.  Public Time 
Tom Etherington attended to talk about the planning application 16/03297/FUL; the site is on the 
corner of Mawles Lane and High Street. Mr Etherington is not in principle against a development on 
this site but feels it is the wrong development for the site. Four windows will be overlooking his 
property. There will be an impact on light, privacy and overshadowing as the proposed building is 
much bigger than his property, Linden House. The main concern is the proximity to his house which 
would be two metres from his boundary and five metres from his house.  
 
5. County Councillor’s Report  
Cllr Rose reported that the unitary debate is still ongoing. OCC has received an acknowledgement 
that the Secretary of State is interested in seeing what is happening with this debate. DCLG will 
probably issue something in the autumn statement. OCC are requesting a county-wide unitary 
council. 
A consultation on day centres in the county is starting. Lunch clubs etc are not a statutory obligation 
of a county council. 
 
6. District Councillor’s Report 
District Cllr Simcox reported that the Local Plan has been written and finished. It will be presented to 
full cabinet next week to be approved. DCllr Simcox stated that Shipton would be relatively unaffected 
with regard to more houses being built in the parish. 
The District Council is not keen on one unitary council. 
 
7. Planning: 
 a. Planning applications received 

Ref no. Address Proposal PC Decision 

16/03297/FUL Court Farm, 
Mawles 
Lane, SUW 

Construction of detached 
family home with 
associated garden store, 
car ports and pedestrian 
access onto High Street. 

The PC reiterated its previous 
comments and added 
comments on the proximity of 
Linden House to the 
development. 

16/03200/FUL Fourwinds, 
Burford Rd, 
SUW 

Construction of extension 
to track and changes to 
gateway. 

No objection 

  
b. Decisions Outstanding:  

Ref no. Address Proposal PC Decision 

16/02851/OUT Land south of 
Milton Rd, SUW 

Erection of up to 44 dwellings 
and a school car park with 
associated access and 
landscaping. 

Comment 

16/02475/FUL Berwyn, Milton 
Rd, SUW 

Conversion and extensions to 
garage to provide a separate 
dwelling. 

No objection 
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  .  
            c. Decisions made: 

  

Ref no. Address Proposal Decision 

16/02506/HHD 26 Sinnels 
Field, SUW 

Single storey kitchen extension. 
Convert the existing loft with 
three dormer windows to the 
rear. 

PC- Object 
Application Withdrawn 

16/02399/HHD Winterseeds, 
Church Path, 
Station Rd, 
SUW 

Erection of two storey and single 
storey extensions. 

PC -No objection 
WODC - Approved 

16/02544/LBC 
16/02543/HHD 

The Old 
Beerhouse, 
Simons Lane, 
SUW 

Internal and external alterations 
to include erection of single 
storey rear and two storey side 
extensions and garage. 

PC -No objection 
WODC - Approved 

16/02091/FUL Court Farm, 
Mawles Lane, 
SUW 

Conversion of barn to dwelling 
alterations to approved planning 
application 15/03777/FUL to 
allow creation of second floor to 
barn, and erection of detached 
garage. 

PC –Object 
WODC-Approved 

16/02833/FUL Land at the 
Limes, High 
St, SUW. 

Erection of detached dwelling 
with associated parking. 

PC –Object 
Application withdrawn 

16/02253/LBC Lane House 
Farm, Milton 
Rd, SUW 

Provision of new vehicular 
access in existing stone wall. 

PC –Object 
WODC- Approved 

 d. Section 106 claim for the proposed Milton Road development (16/02851/OUT) has been 
submitted to WODC.  
 
8.          Environment 
      a. Allotments 
 i. Update on Tesco’s grant  
The track through the allotment is now complete, at a cost of £5950. The container is in place and has 
been sprayed inside to stop condensation. A quote has been requested from John Greatbatch to 
continue the track as far as the container. Funding for this will be looked at separately. It was agreed 
to plant dogwood to disguise the container. 
Cllrs Arnold and Rigby will write to Tesco’s to discuss the VAT reclaim on the grant. 
The less abled raised beds have been started. Liner needs to be bought for these beds.  
£8285 has been spent in total. Trees and racking inside the container still need to be purchased. The 
purchase of trees for the orchard will be discussed at the November meeting. 
 
 b. Volunteers  
 i. To consider request for PC to subsidise Volunteers’ Christmas party. 
It was resolved to subsidise a thank you event for the volunteers up to £120. 
 
  ii. After discussion about the new container at the allotment, the PC decided racks were 
needed inside the container to store volunteer equipment. It was resolved to allocate up to £200 out 
of the volunteer budget and the general maintenance budget to purchase these racks. 
 
 iii. Votes of thanks 
Thanks were given to Stuart Wallace for his assistance with the repair of the hedge pruner. Thanks 
were also given to Nigel Beales, John Greatbatch and Robin Walker for their help. 
 
 c. Village maintenance 
 i. Maintenance of the parish noticeboard 
The noticeboard posts are rotten. The noticeboard will be taken down and posts removed. The 
general noticeboard will be used in the short-term. Clerk to talk to Jackie at the Post Office about 
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temporary solutions for this. A more permanent solution will be discussed when the renovation work 
starts on the Post Office. 
 
9.  Playground and School      
 a. To receive an update report on maintenance of playground  
Sophie England has done some work on the beds and planted several new plants. Positive feedback 
has been received. 
 
 b. To report on repair work undertaken as requested by the ROSPA report  
Cllr Mavin to meet with Trevor Stewart who will provide estimate for metal feet to be put on all spars 
on the playground equipment. 
 
 c. Complaints have been received about dog waste being left on the recreation ground.  
To be put in the newsletter. 
 
10.       Civic and Community 
             a.  Carols Round the Tree collection recipient to be decided 
It was resolved to donate this year’s collection to the Lawrence Home Nursing Team. 
 
 b.  To agree preparations for Christmas 
Clerk to organise the Christmas tree with Bruern Estate and ask if Charlie Barrett is able to help again 
with his tractor.  
Cllr Young will check the village green electrics and lights.  
Cllr Mavin to ask if Gordon Halliday will provide the music, ask if Nigel Beales will provide the public 
address system and ask the vicar to take the service. 
 
 c.  To further consider preparing a Neighbourhood Plan in conjunction with Milton PC 
The next step is to jointly submit an application to be a designated Neighbourhood area. There is no 
fee for this. A publicised consultation on the proposed Neighbourhood area will be held. Cllr Matthews 
will be attending a meeting with Charlbury PC to gain advice on the process and costings of drawing 
up a Neighbourhood Plan.  
There was a discussion on the advantages and disadvantages of drawing up a Neighbourhood Plan 
as some councillors had reservations about it. It was proposed that further discussion will take place 
at the next PC meeting after the meeting with Charlbury PC has taken place. Milton PC will be 
informed of this process. 
 
 d. Addressing the development on High St 
WODC has approved Kethero Close as the new address and the relevant agencies have now been 
informed. 
 
11. Highways and Transport 
 a. Salt 
 The salt bins around the village will be refilled, if necessary, this year. County Cllr Rose to find 
out if salt can be used once it has become hard.  
 
12. Communication 
 a. To receive an update report on parish database of e-mail addresses  
The initial Shipton alert e-mail has been sent out and has been well received. The next e-mail alert 
will be the newsletter. 
 
 b. To note the newsletter has been printed and is ready to be delivered. 
This was noted incorrectly. The newsletter is being written and collated at present. 
 
 c. To consider content of the website  
An item about the new Shipton alerts e-mail to be added, inviting people to subscribe. 
 
13.  Financial and Administrative Matters 
             a. Payments were authorised as follows:- 

i. Lisa Wilkinson Clerk’s Salary and Expenses September 
2016 

£556.80 
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 Less Income Tax £14.80 

 Less Employee’s pension £4.33 

 Panda Global Protection renewal £73.99 

                                                                Total £611.66 

ii. Nest  Employer’s Pension £15.15 

iii. Lexis Nexis Tenth edition of Arnold-Baker on Council 
Administration 

£73.60 

iv. Green Scythe  Grounds Maintenance  £751.09 

v. BDO External audit £240.00 

vi. Thames Water Allotments water bill £121.29 

vii. Pentalver Transport Ltd Green container for allotments* £2340.00 

viii. OCC 2nd instalment funding for library £983.65 

ix. John Greatbatch Upgrade of allotment – 2nd instalment £2,950 

x. Trevor Beadle Lamb tithe (burial ground) £125.00 
Amended 
figure 

xi. Sophie England Garden services at recreation ground £326.70 

xii. Nigel Beale Repair water trough at allotment £8.87 
 * authorised by Cllr Jagger prior to meeting as urgent payment was required     

  
b. Payments received: 

Allotmenteers Allotment rent £690.00 

WODC Precept – 2
nd

 instalment £16,558.50 

  
 c. To note the Annual Return has been approved and accepted by the External Auditor. 
 Clerk to present Issues Arising Report 
Clerk reported on the ‘minor issue’ raised by BDO regarding the classification of one grant. 
    
 d. Donations to Local Organisations  
 Donations to be considered: 
  

Organisation: Amount 
requested 

Amount donated 

i. Multi Use Games Area at Wychwood Primary School Not specified £1000  

ii. British Legion Memorial wreath £100 £100 

iii. CPRE Oxfordshire £20 0 

iv Lady Reade Educational Foundation £200 £250 

v. Other donation requests   0 0 

  
 e. Subscriptions  
 Subscriptions to be considered: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 f. 2

nd
 Quarter Financial Report 

Clerk distributed half year actual versus budget reports to the councillors 
  
 g. To consider the PC budget for 2017-8  
Cllr Pitman circulated draft budgets. These were discussed. 

Organisation Amount Amount 
agreed 

i. Cotswold Line Promotion Group £10 £10 

ii. OALC £220 £220 

iii. SLCC £103 £103 

iv. Community First Oxfordshire   £65 £65 

v. CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England 
(Oxfordshire) 

£36 £36 
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Figures discussed were 2% or 4% increase in precept to cover next year’s budget. It was resolved to 
go with a 2% raise in precept. 
 
 h. Cllr Pitman reported that the bank reconciliations have been signed off. 
 
14. Correspondence Received. Noted. 
  
15. Any Other Issues to Note  

 Key holders for the container at the allotments are the clerk and Cllrs Mavin, Young and 
Arnold. 

 Cllr Matthews would like another councillor to attend the Neighbourhood Plan meeting at 
Charlbury PC with her as Cllr Mavin cannot make it. 

 Cllr Mavin reported that repairing the water trough at the allotment seems to have stopped the 
water metre ticking over too fast. 

 
16. Dates of the next Parish Council Meetings: 17

th
 November, no meeting in December 

(unless a Planning and Finance meeting is required), 19
th
 January 2017, 16

th
 February 2017, 

16
th
 March 2017, Annual Parish Meeting 20

th
 April 2017 

 
Meeting closed: 9.35pm 

 


