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SHIPTON UNDER WYCHWOOD PARISH COUNCIL  
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council at New Beaconsfield Hall  

held at 7.30pm on Thursday 19
th
 May 2016 

Present: Cllrs: N. Jagger (in the chair), B. Young, B. Rigby, S. Matthews, J. Mavin, B. Pitman, County Cllr R. Rose, 
District Cllr T. Simcox, Parish Clerk: L. Wilkinson, 7 members of public. 
 

1. To elect the Chairman of the Council and to receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  
It was resolved that Cllr Neil Jagger is Chairman for the forthcoming year. 
 

2. To elect the Vice Chairman of the Council and to receive the Vice Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of 
Office 
It was resolved that Cllr Brian Young is Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year. 
 

3. Apologies for Absence were received from Cllr Arnold. There were no Declarations of Interest 
  

4. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting held on 21
st

 April 2016 were approved and 

signed. 
  
5. Matters arising from the Minutes 

There were none. 
 
Due to members of public being present to talk about planning applications and transport the order of the agenda was 
altered. Original agenda numbers are noted in brackets. 
 
6.(8) Public Time 

*Richard Pullan. Emma Hood, Jonathon Willson and Tom Etherington attended to talk about the planning application 
16/01537/FUL on the agenda.  
Mr Willson talked about the planning application on Mawles Lane; a proposal for a 6 bedroom house. The current rural feel 
of the area would change if this was built. Mr Willson does not believe that the application would enhance/preserve the 
conservation area. Some of the nearby buildings are listed buildings so close scrutiny should be given to any development 
of that land. Planning applications on nearby properties have been refused in the past. Mr Willson hopes that the PC 
decides that developing this historic orchard is inappropriate.  
Comments from the councillors: the application is a sympathetic design so it is hard to turn down. The planners are looking 
for infill which this is. The only reservation to this proposal is the size of the development. 
The PC has no objection to the concept of development on this plot but has significant reservations about the scale of the 
proposed property. The PC also recognises the strength of feeling against this development, of people in neighbouring 
properties although this does not alter its view that a more limited development than is currently proposed would be 
acceptable. The proposed dwelling is also in an area of Grade 2 listed properties so any development will need careful 
scrutiny. The PC asks that this is referred to the Uplands Planning Committee due to this proximity of Grade 2 listed 
buildings. 

7. (11) Planning: 
 a. Planning applications received 

Ref no. Address Proposal PC Decision 

16/01103/HHD Fernhill 
Farmhouse, 
Shipton Rd, 
Ascott 

Proposed new conservatory, porch and 
veranda extension to dwelling with new 
gabled windows and dormer windows. 

No objection 

16/01537/FUL Court Farm, 
Mawles Lane, 
SUW 

Construction of detached family home 
with associated garden store, car ports 
and pedestrian access onto High St 

*see Public time above 

16/01431/HHD 10 Tothill, SUW Conversion of part of garage to living 
accommodation 

No objection 

 

b. Decisions Outstanding:  

Ref no. Address Proposal PC Decision 

15/02266FUL 
APP/D3125/W/16/
3144963 

15 Meadow Lane, 
SUW 

Planning Appeal for proposed change 
of use of agricultural land to domestic 
garden 

Comment sent to 
Planning Inspectorate 

15/03128/OUT 
APP/D3125/W/16/
3143885 

Land south of 
High St, Milton-u-
Wychwood 

Planning Appeal to Erection of up to 
62 dwellings, landscaping including 
change of footpath and creation of 
ecological enhancement area, and 
ancillary infrastructure and enabling 
works. 

Comment sent to 
Planning Inspectorate 

APP/D3125/W/16/
3146351 

Land at Owl’s 
View, Shipton Rd, 
Milton 

Planning appeal for erection of 2 
detached dwellings with separate 
garage and associated private 
amenity space. Formation of new 
vehicular accesses to both dwellings. 

Comment sent to 
Planning Inspectorate 

  .  
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   c. Decisions made: 

 Ref no. Address Proposal Decision 

16/00448/FUL Land at the Limes, 
High St, SUW 

Erection of new dwelling with 
associated parking 

PC – Object 
Application withdrawn 

16/00925/FUL St Michaels 
Stores, Milton Rd, 
SUW 

Extension to existing shop and 
internal alterations and new driveway. 

PC -No objection 
WODC - Approved 

16/00538/HHD Glenhurst, Station 
Rd, SUW 

Alterations and erection of single and 
two storey extensions 

PC - No objection 
WODC - Approved 

16/00929/HHD 
and 
16/00930/LBC 

Old School 
House, Church St, 
S-u-W 

Erection of porch PC -No objection 
WODC - Approved 

16/01012/HHD 18 Littlebrook 
Meadow, SUW 

Erection of single and two storey 
extensions 

PC - No objection 
WODC - Approved 

 

 d. Presentation on proposed development on Land south of Milton Road by Mr Paul Slater. 

Mr Slater from Edgars Ltd, a firm of Planning Consultants, spoke about the proposal for the site between the Business 
Centre and the school. The proposal is for up to 44 dwellings and a 24 space parking area (2 dedicated drop-off spaces). 
This is currently at the consultation stage. The site has been considered a potential for development by WODC through the 
Local Plan. Access to the site is a problem aggravated by the current parking at the front of the school. Edgar’s are aware 
of the local concern that parking impedes traffic on Milton Road, during the school run. The aim is to place that parking 
within the site so Milton Road could be kept clear. There is potential to have an access gate directly into the school 
playground from the development.  
Regarding the layout, there would be a landscape frontage on Milton Rd to shield the site and two open spaces within the 
site with mature trees. Work has been done on landscape and visual impact as they are aware it is a Conservation area.  
There is a proposed mix of smaller and larger houses, including an apartment block. The development is set away from the 
boundaries of the Wychwood Business Centre and the Multi-Use Games Area at the school. It is proposed that 40% is 
affordable housing at this stage. They will consider requests for contributions towards local infrastructure. A Consultation 
event is being held on Thursday 26

th
 May in Milton Village Hall between 3.30pm and 8pm. 

 

Councillors are concerned about the process of this consultation. Shipton PC would support a Shipton consultation event in 
mid-June as well the one booked for 26

th
 May in Milton. The PC would like as many residents as possible to be aware of 

this consultation and are concerned that there has only been nine days’ notice of the consultation and large parts of the 
village are still not aware of it. Mr Slater said he would take away this suggestion for discussion with his client but believes 
that the current consultation date and distribution of flyers regarding it to school parents is adequate. Councillors explained 
that only a small percentage of school children at Wychwood Primary School live in Shipton and are concerned about the 
limited reach of these flyers. 
When asked about a target date for submitting this application Mr Slater stated that there is no target date as it is currently 
going through the consultation exercise. 
Mr Slater was asked what pre-planning advice he had received from WODC. In response Mr Slater stated that the site is in 
WODC’s Local Plan so development is acceptable. An initial figure of 25 dwellings was put on the site. After technical work, 
Edgars’ believe a reasonable figure for dwellings is 44.  
The PC is concerned about the drainage at the site and water running down the road and also asked where the sewage will 
be pumped to.  
The PC will formally write to the Director of Edgars stating its views. The PC wishes to support a development on the site 
but is concerned about the consultation process regarding this one.  
CCllr Rose commented that the County Council does not accept consultations if they are under four weeks. 
 

8. (9) County Councillor’s Report  

County Cllr Rose reported. The District bid for Unitaries has been dropped. However, the unitary debate continues. A Mayor 
of Oxfordshire has been proposed. 
OCC are looking into the possibility of making a fleet of 70 buses (minibuses) available for parish use. This would be during 
the down time of the buses (10am – 3pm). This proposal is still to go through Cabinet.  
 

9. (10) District Councillor’s Report 

District Cllr Tom Simcox reported that WODC has a new leader, James Mills.  
Oxfordshire District Councils have been informed that Cotswold and South Northamptonshire Districts cannot get involved 
in the District Unitary bid process as cross-boundary options are too complicated and will result in lengthy delays to the 
devolution process. Despite this, Oxfordshire District Councils continue with proposals for a devolution model to replace 
current County and District Councils with new District Unitaries. These proposals will be presented to Council in July and 
then there will be a twelve week consultation.  
 

10. (15) Highways and Transport 

 To consider request from the Villager Bus Service for funding support  
The Villager has requested a donation of £750 from Shipton PC to support the bus routes that pass through Shipton. More 
information has been requested from Mr Gowing, the chair of the Villager. 
Julia Woolley attended the meeting to talk about the people who use the Villager. These include people with caring 
responsibilities, people who suffer from ill-health so they are unable to drive and older people. The Villager would like to 
increase fares but the County Council will not allow such a large price rise. The County Council currently reimburses a large 
percentage of the current fare for bus passes.  
There was a discussion about the fact that the PC has been asked to replace funding that OCC has withdrawn. The PC 
feels it cannot make a decision about this funding until the decision on whether the X33 is being withdrawn, has been made. 
Ideas of setting up a car-sharing scheme and bus users forming an action group to raise funds for the Villager, were 
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suggested. The Villager proposes to run journeys on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays to Chipping Norton, 
and Wednesdays and Thursdays to Witney. 
Cllr Pitman to contact Transport representatives at Ascott and Milton PCs and suggest this can be a Wychwood Working 
Together project. This funding request will be put on the June agenda for further discussion.  
The PC considered further consultation was necessary on the possibility of making the Villager routes more efficient. A 
review of the days of operation will be suggested to the Villager. 
 

11.(12)  Environment 
      a. Allotments 

 Update on Tesco’s grant  
All the paperwork has been filled in. 75% of the funds will be received by Friday 8

th
 July at the latest.  

A meeting with Cllr Mavin, Cllr Arnold, Gordon Gillette and John Greatbatch has taken place. The distance of the path from 
Swinbrook Road to the far end of the allotments was measured. Mr Greatbatch recommended hammering out a path, 
putting in hardcore and putting a camber on it. They looked at the location of the raised beds and the spacing required. 
They also measured up the space where two sheds have been taken down. A container has been suggested to put in its 
place.  
 

 b. Volunteers  

There has been a good turn-out recently. The Volunteers have been active with the Tesco’s project. Cllr Arnold is 
maintaining a separate list of working hours as required by Tesco’s. Photos of the work being done are on the website. 
  
 c. Village Green  

Cllr Young updated the meeting on his enquiries into the possibility of laying Grasscrete at the edge of the Village Green 
where cars are parked. He has found out that Grasscrete will be very difficult and too expensive to use for this purpose. Cllr 
Young has checked regularly and there does not seem to be a problem at the moment. It was resolved to return to this 

issue during the autumn. 
 

12.(13) Playground and School             

Playground: the zipwire has been fixed. A new motorbike is being sourced. 
School: some of the grants applied for, for the Multi-Use Games Area have not been received. This means that the pitch will 
not be ready as planned. 
 

13.(14)  Civic and Community 
             a. Update on SSE grant 

The cost of the generator agreed in the April minutes of £2,180.40, has been reduced to £2,020.79. A cheque for this 
amount was signed prior to the meeting as the generator  needed to be ordered urgently. The generator has been 
delivered and is stored in New Beaconsfield Hall boiler room. The clerk has a key to the boiler room. 
Cllr Young suggested a 25m extension cable to be bought so the generator can be used outside. 
He also suggested two sets of lights, 1 on a tripod and 1 floor light could be bought. It was resolved to spend the remaining 

£150 from the grant on these lights and fuel to run the generator. Cllr Young to write an operating procedure for the 
generator. This will be included in the Emergency Plan. 
 

14.(16) Communication 
 a. Update on parish database of e-mail addresses  

No update 
 

 b. To consider management of the website 
The website has not been updated regularly. It was resolved to add website to the agenda under Communication. 
 

15. (6) a. To review annual PC procedures (clerk)  

The clerk explained that several procedures needed reviewing annually. These are the Standing Orders, Financial 
Regulations, Local Council Insurance, Bank Mandate, Councillor’s portfolios and Risk assessment. It was resolved to 

continue reviewing the Standing Orders/Financial Regulations in February, and the Councillors’ portfolios, Local Council 
insurance and the bank mandate in May. 
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 b. To resolve Councillor’s Portfolios of Interest 

Portfolio Current portfolio 
holder(s) 

New portfolio holders (if any) 

Highways and Street Lighting Cllr Jagger  

Environment Cllr Jagger  

Emergency Planning Cllr Young  

Green Spaces Cllr Young Cllr Arnold/Cllr Young 

Shipton Volunteer liaison Cllr Young Cllr Arnold 

Defibrillator Cllr Young  

Burial Ground Cllr Young, Cllr Rigby  

Allotments Cllr Mavin  

Playground Cllr Mavin Cllr Mavin. Cllrs Jagger & Pitman to 
help with playground checks 

NAG/Neighbourhood Watch & Police Liaison Cllr Mavin  

School liaison Cllr Mavin  

Newsletter Cllr Matthews  

Community Assets Cllr Matthews  

Medium Term Planning Policy including 
Neighbourhood Plans 

Cllr Matthews  

Land Registration Cllr Matthews  

Finance Cllr Pitman  

Transport Cllr Pitman  

Risk assessment Cllr Pitman  

Planning Applications Cllr Rigby  

PCC liaison Cllr Rigby  
 

  c. To review the Local Council insurance policy (clerk) 
 The clerk explained some key points on the insurance policy. It was resolved that these were  acceptable 

and that a three year Long Term Agreement would be entered into with Aon. 
 

16. (17)  Financial and Administrative Matters 
             a. Payments were authorised and cheques signed as follows:- 

i. Lisa Wilkinson Clerk’s Salary and Expenses April 2016 524.29 

 Less Income Tax 9.20 

                                                                Total 515.09 

ii. OCC Contribution towards Wychwood library £983.65 

iii. Repay Jill Mavin APM refreshments £6.25 

iv. Wychwood Wild Garden Annual subsidy £1,000 

v. SGS Engineering (retrospective) Generator £2,020.79 

vi. Aon Renewal of Local Council Insurance with Aon 
3 year Long Term Agreement 

416.36 

vii. Patrick Loughran Thank you for mowing orchard £25.00 

      
 b. Payments received:  

Brize Norton School Assn Use of jousting horse £15.00 

Allotmenteers Allotment rents £40.00 

Shipton-u-Wychwood PCC Burial fees £274.00 

              
 c. To note Internal Check list has been completed. 

Cllr Pitman has authorised the checklist which was then sent off as part of the documentation to the internal auditor. 
 

 d. To approve Annual Return part 1  

Part 1 of the Annual Return was approved by the Council. 
 

 e. To approve Annual Return part 2  

Part 2 of the Annual Return was approved by the Council. 
 f. Update on new banking arrangements  

The bank accounts at Unity bank have been set up and cheques books received. A few extra details have been requested 
from the Clerk and Cllr Pitman. 
 g. NALC Parishes 2025 Survey (on what the future of the parish sector might look like). To consider setting up a 

working party to respond to this survey. 
This will be completed during the June PC meeting.  
17.(18) Correspondence Received. Noted.  
18.(19) Any Other Issues to Note  

The hinges on the noticeboard are defective. This is being followed up by Cllr Mavin. 
 19.(20) Dates of the next Parish Council Meetings: 21

st
 July, no meeting in August (unless a Planning and Finance 

meeting is required), 15
th

 September, 20
th
 October, 17

th
 November, no meeting in December (unless a Planning and 

Finance meeting is required), 19
th

 January 2017, 16
th
 February 2017, 16

th
 March 2017, Annual Parish Meeting 20

th
 April 

2017. 
Meeting closed 10.10pm 
 


